In Records, you hear the
reflections of the founding
leaders. Read the quote
below and answer the
questions.

Goh Keng Swee: “I've had enough of
Malaysia. I just wanted to get out.

I could see no future in it... the political
cost was dreadful and the economic
benefits, well, didn’t exist. So it was

an exercise in futility — a project that
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THE ALBATROSS FILE:

Singapore’s Independence Declassified

Can you identify the key players
and the roles they played in
Separation?

Spot the key events on the Atlas
Wall and fill in the blanks below!
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What “economic benefit” was
Singapore hoping to achieve from

young Singaporeang today.

I wrote a letter to Toh Chin Chye to
urge him to agree to Separation,
for the peace and security of
Malaysia and Singapore.

by Tunku, failed to win any seats.

Malaysia’s Federal Election
PAP contests seats in the Malaysian
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? Answer: )
merging with Malaysia? | Wins one seat
! I drafteq . Race
| greementthe Separation Two major communal clashes erupt
Papers nee:cl{d et lega] between the and
ingapore ed to make in Singapore.
| mdependent_
L e 1 Answer:
> ! ; Discussions
POST-VISIT ACTIVITY Write your letter in the space provided here. e onstitutional Discussions of a
e : i oo :
T'a}cke thlg perspegiive of_ adSiI;gapgore 1r?;1agﬂe€;:11etnts to negonn?;eaggltrc:g ﬁ:&c;sait;ﬁgzgwﬁﬁzf }clﬁgapore and
-ar o
E\lulgzsst ll‘élélg 1\/I:Iritz Ia)(igc?era’lco?);e of res?ngapore morfn ?l‘;:gaensions- found out about it.
the founding leaders of your choice to: reduce com
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1.Share your feelings about
separation from Malaysia.

2.Express your thoughts about
separation in any or all of

Vl\{'e camp_aigned strongly for
Malaysian Malaysia”, and

Solidarity
PAP begins rallying for a

these aspects: Wsere reluptant to sign the /.., TunkuinLondon
€paration Agreement. J2u 2n While recovering from
1. multiculturalism in Singapore, . / in London, the Tunku decides
ii. economic independence Answ = Singapore should be cut off from
er:

without Malaysia as the
hinterland, and;

iii. building Singapore's national
identity and sense of belonging.

3.Share how you intend to
contribute to the newly formed
nation of Singapore.

Singapore’s Independence Declassified

WHAT IS “ALBATROSS” 2 -

In Goh Keng Swee’s oral history in 1982,

Y

\ Meetings between Goh and Razak
to discuss Separation plans

Goh Keng Swee meets Razak and
Ismail, and suggests Separation.
The planning and drafting begins.

he explained that the “Albatross”

referred to Malaysia. He said that Malaysia
“became an Albatross round our neck”, a burden
that Singapore carried in a “very sad but instructive
episode in our political education”.

This educational resource is brought to you by the National Library Board, :

for The Albatross File Exhibition at National Library Building, Level 10. sepal'atlon

The Separation Bill is passed
and Singapore becomes an
independent nation.

For more information, visit go.gov.sg/albatross
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Which sources were used to tell the separation story in the Room?

Tick the checkboxes below!
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Which of these sources are not primary sources? What other sources could we potentially use to tell
Singapore’s story?

What was the purpose of this document?

What new insights can we gain from
this note about Separation?

How did you feel when you were watching the film in the
Room? Circle the words below!

shocked curious glad hopeful

inspired moved worried relieved

What new insights can we gain from
this document about Separation?
Which scene or event was most memorable to you and why?

DID YOU KKNOW?

Writing down notes helps us
to think, recall, and in this
case, keep records of discussions
behind these major events that might
otherwise be lost forever.

In the span of 23 months, many events took place that eventually led to separation.
Reflect on what you have seen and heard so far.

From your point of view, was Separation expected?
At which points do you think things could have turned out differently?

DID YOU KKNOW? i

Singapore’s Memory Keeper - -
Before computers existed, the

: The National Archives of Singapore is : = | S fyPewTiteriias a common. tool |

our key memory institution, preserving the o | TN for preparing official documents.i

: nation’s stories through documents, P ‘

photographs, films and audio recordings. Every copy had to be typed by hand and carried -

: authority — from the letterhead to the signatures

Look around Records — thanks to the dedication and official stamps. One signed page could '

: and care of our archivists who kept our records approve, instruct, or change the course of
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