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[bookmark: _Hlk138152515] Assessment Checklist for Accreditation of Artificial Intelligence Management System (AIMS) Certification based on ISO/IEC 42006:2025 Information technology — Artificial intelligence — Requirements for bodies providing audit and certification of artificial intelligence management systems

Notes:

1. Please refer to SAC website for Terms and Conditions for Accreditation and list of applicable SAC documents.

2. This accreditation programme for ISO/IEC 42001:2023 (AIMS) certification is offered based on the ISO/IEC 17021-1:2015 and ISO/IEC 42006:2025 as the accreditation criteria. 



	Certification Body
	:
	

	Submission date
	:
	

	Submitted by
	:
	

	Date of Assessment
	:
	

	Type of Assessment
	:
	

	SAC Team Leader/Assessor
	:
	




Please list the key certification personnel involved in AIMS certification:

	Application Reviewer
	Auditor (internal and external)
	Technical Expert (if any)
	Report Reviewer
	Decision Maker

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Please list the key documents and procedures (including competency and man-day determination) for compliance to ISO/IEC 17021-1:2015 and ISO/IEC 42006:2025:

	








Please list the clients certified to ISO/IEC 42001:2023 (if any):

	









Assessment Checklist for Accreditation of Artificial Intelligence Management System (AIMS) Certification 

[bookmark: _Hlk138152798]
Legend: C – Complies, O – Observation, T – To Address at Audit, N – Nonconformity, N/A – Not Applicable, F – Further information required

	Section
	Requirements
	Comments from CB
(Manual and/or procedure references)
	Findings / Comments from SAC

	5
	GENERAL REQUIREMENTS  
	
	

	5.1
	Legal and Contractual Matters
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 5.1 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	

	

	5.2
	Management of Impartiality
	
	

	5.2.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 5.2 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	5.2.2
	Conflicts of Interest
	
	

	
	Does the CB ensure that it does not provide consulting for management systems related to artificial intelligence, information security, data protection or risk management?

Refer to Clause 5.2.2 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025.

	
	

	5.3
	Liability and Financing
	
	

	5.3.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 5.3 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	5.3.2
	Liability
	
	

	
	Does the CB demonstrate a contract with an insurance company or an alternative mechanism that is fully protected against insolvency. Either option shall cover an appropriate amount of cover for personal injury, property and financial loss.

Refer to Clause 5.3.2 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025.

	
	

	6
	STRUCTURAL REQUIREMENTS 
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 6 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	7
	RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS
	
	

	7.1
	Competence of Personnel
	
	

	7.1.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 7 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	7.1.2
	Generic Competence Requirements
Refer to Clause 7.1.2 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025.

	
	

	
	Does the CB ensure that it has competent personnel with knowledge of the technical, legal, and regulatory development relevant to AIMS of the client being assessed?

	
	

	
	Are competence requirements defined for each certification function as referenced in Annex A of ISO/IEC 17000:2020?

	
	

	
	Does the CB appoint and deploy competent people that fulfil all the required competence criteria as a competent group?

	
	

	
	Refer to Clause 7.1.2 Table 1 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025 for specific and additional competence criteria for personnel of the CB.

	
	

	 7.1.3
	Specific technical competence requirements
	
	

	 7.1.3.1
	General requirements for AIMS
	
	

	 7.1.3.1.1
	Auditing
	
	

	
	Does the CB have specific criteria to verify the competence of audit team members in applying skills and knowledge of AI, technical aspects of activity to be audited, management system concepts and practices, auditing principles, and AI monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation.

Refer to Clause 7.1.3.1.1 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025.

	
	

	 7.1.3.1.2
	Reviewing audit reports and making certification decisions
	
	

	
	Do the personnel conducting the application review, making the certification decision and handling appeals have knowledge of clause 7.1.3.1.1? 

	
	

	 7.1.3.2
	Artificial intelligence management system standards/ normative documents/ certification schemes
	
	

	 7.1.3.2.1
	Auditing
	
	

	
	Do the personnel conducting audits have specific knowledge of AIMS related documents, certification processes and relevant schemes of clause 7.1.3.2.1? 

	
	

	7.1.3.2.2
	Reviewing audit reports and making certification decisions
	
	

	
	Does the CB ensure that the personnel reviewing audit reports independently, and was previously not involved in the auditing process, have specific knowledge of clause 7.1.3.2.1? 

Does the CB ensure that the personnel making certification decisions have knowledge that enables them to verify the adequacy of the scope of certification, as well as to assess the impact of any scope changes, particularly the continuing validity of the determination of interfaces, dependencies, and associated risks?

	
	

	7.1.3.2.3
	Conducting the application review to determine the required audit team competence, to select the audit team members and to determine the audit time
	
	

	


	Does the CB ensure that the personnel conducting the application review to select audit team members, determine audit time and needed audit experience, have knowledge of clause 7.1.3.2.1?

	
	

	7.1.3.3
	AI and AIMS related legal obligations
	
	

	7.1.3.3.1
	Auditing
	
	

	



	Does each member of the audit team have knowledge of the legal obligations that apply to artificial intelligence?
	
	

	7.1.3.3.2
	Reviewing audit reports and making certification decisions
	
	

	



	Does the CB ensure that personnel responsible for reviewing audit reports and making certification decisions have knowledge of the legal obligations that apply to artificial intelligence?

	
	

	7.1.3.3.3
	Conducting the application review to determine audit team competence, to select audit team members and to determine the audit time
	
	

	


	Does the CB ensure that the personnel conducting the application review, selecting the audit team, determining the needed audit competence and determining audit time, have knowledge of 7.1.3.1.1 ?

	
	

	7.1.3.4
	Artificial intelligence and AIMS specific terminology, principles, practices, tools, methods and techniques
	
	

	7.1.3.4.1
	Auditing
	
	

	



	Does each member of the audit team have knowledge about AIMS terminology, AIMS-specific documentation, processes, methods and AI governance structures?

Additionally, does the audit team members collectively have knowledge of risk management, impact assessment, data quality and mitigation procedures related to AIMS?

Refer to clause 7.1.3.4.1 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025.

	
	

	7.1.3.4.2
	Reviewing audit reports and making certification decisions
	
	

	



	Does the CB ensure that personnel reviewing audit reports, making the certification decision and handling appeals have knowledge as in clause 7.1.3.4.1?

	
	

	7.1.3.4.3
	Conducting the application review to determine the required audit team competence, to select the audit team members and to determine the audit time
	
	

	



	Does the CB ensure that personnel conducting the application review, selecting the audit team and determining the audit time have knowledge of AI terminology, AI specific documentation, structures and processes?

	
	

	7.1.3.5
	Client business sector
	
	

	7.1.3.5.1
	Auditing
	
	

	



	Does each member of the audit team have knowledge of the business sector, AI tools, methods, policies, business requirements, sector-specific practices related to the client’s business?

Additionally, does the audit team members collectively have knowledge of code of conduct, good practices for trustworthy AI, and software development processes of the client’s business sector?

Refer to clause 7.1.3.5.1 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025.

	
	

	7.1.3.5.2
	Reviewing audit reports and making certification decisions
	
	

	



	Does the CB ensure that personnel reviewing audit reports, making the certification decision and handling appeals have knowledge as in clause 7.1.3.5.1?

	
	

	7.1.3.5.3
	Conducting the application review to determine the required audit team competence, to select the audit team members and to determine the audit time
	
	

	



	Does the CB ensure that personnel conducting the application review, selecting the audit team and determining the audit time shall have knowledge of AI terminology, processes, technologies and risks related to the business sector?

	
	

	7.1.3.6
	Client products, processes and organisation
	
	

	7.1.3.6.1
	Auditing
	
	

	



	Does the audit team members collectively have knowledge of the effect of the organisation and structure on the development and implementation of AIMS, including outsourcing?

Additionally, does the audit team collectively have knowledge of the technologies (including algorithms), methods, processes and tools that encompass data science specific to AI?

Refer to clause 7.1.3.6.1 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025. 

	
	

	7.1.3.6.2
	Reviewing audit reports and making certification decisions
	
	

	



	Does the CB ensure that personnel reviewing audit reports, making the certification decision and handling appeals have knowledge as in clause 7.1.3.6.1?

	
	

	7.2
	Personnel Involved in the Certification Activities
	
	

	7.2.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 7.2 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	7.2.2
	Demonstration of auditor knowledge and experience
	
	

	7.2.2.1
	General considerations
	
	

	
	Does the CB ensure that the criteria for selecting personnel that fulfils the function of “auditor”" or "'reviewer of audit reports" for the certification process, have the following qualifications:
(a) recognized AIMS- specific qualifications;
(b) auditor registration, where applicable;
(c) attendance in AIMS training courses;
(d) up-to-date professional development records;
(e) AIMS audits witnessed by another competent auditor, where applicable.

	
	

	7.2.2.2
	Selecting auditors 
	
	

	
	In addition to 7.1.2 and 7.1.3, does the CB ensure that the criteria for selecting personnel that fulfils the function of “auditor”" or "'reviewer of audit reports" for the certification process, have the following qualifications:
(a) has professional education or training to an equivalent level of university education;
(b) has at least four years of full-time practical professional experience in the field of information technology or data protection, with at least one year related to Al systems;
(c) [bookmark: _Hlk175217193]has successfully completed at least three days (equivalent to 24 hours) of training that includes AIMS audits and audits management;
(d) has gained auditing experience prior to acting as an auditor for AIMS, evident by auditing management systems (such as but not limited to ISO 9001， ISO 13485，ISO/IEC 27001. The experience shall be at least 10 audit days of at least 3 management system audits performed in the last 5 years. 
(e) maintains current knowledge related to AI and audits through ongoing professional development.

Personnel reviewing audit reports, making the certification decision and handling appeals shall have the above knowledge.

Refer to Clause 7.2.2.2 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025.

	
	

	7.2.2.3
	Selecting auditors for leading the team
	
	

	










	In addition to clause 7.2.2.1 and 7.2.2.2, does the CB ensure that the lead auditor:
(a) has actively participated in at least three management system audits. The participation shall include initial planning, document review, review of risk assessment and implementation, and formal audit reporting; 
(b) had met these requirements through previous experience in supervised audits done by an experienced auditor who had conducted at least 3 AIMS audits.

Refer to Clause 7.2.2.3 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025 for the transitional qualification experience related to ISMS for qualification to the above.

	
	

	7.3
	Use of individual external technical experts
	
	

	

	Does the CB comply with the requirements of clause 7.3 in ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	7.4
	Personnel Records
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements of clause 7.4 in ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	7.5
	Outsourcing
	
	

	
	Does the CB ensure that outsourcing is not permitted within the scope of certification according to ISO/IEC 42001?

	
	

	8
	INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS
	
	

	8.1
	Public Information
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 8.1 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	8.2
	Certification Documents
	
	

	8.2.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 8.2 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	8.2.2
	AIMS certification documents
	
	

	
	Does the CB ensure that the certification documents are signed by a person with the assigned responsibility and additionally to ISO/IEC 17021-1:2015, clause 8.2.2, the certification document shall contain the version of SoA and information that the certification documents does not authorize the labelling of products, processes and services? 

Refer to Clause 8.2.2 and Annex C of ISO/IEC 42006:2025

	
	

	8.3
	Reference to certification and use of marks
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 8.3 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	8.4
	Confidentiality
	
	

	8.4.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 8.4 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	8.4.2
	Access to the documentation of the organization
	
	

	
	Prior to the certification audit, does the CB and the client mutually establish the necessary actions (contractual, operational, and technical) to be implemented for the audit, so as to provide all the necessary information and evidence for certification audit to the CB?

Does the CB inform the client that the audit cannot be conducted if there is no appropriate access to raw data and source code until access arrangements are granted?


Refer to Clause 8.4.2 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025.

	
	

	8.5
	Information exchange between a certification body and its clients
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 8.5 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9
	PROCESS REQUIREMENTS
	
	

	9.1
	Pre-Certification Activities
	
	

	
	
	
	

	9.1.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.1.2, 9.1.3, 9.1.4, 9.1.5, 9.1.6 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.1.2
	Audit programme
	
	

	
	Does the CB ensure that the audit programme cover all applicable management system requirements and identify the stakeholder role of the client?

Refer to Clause 9.1.2 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025.

	
	

	9.1.3
	Scope of certification
Refer to Clause 9.1.3 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025.

	
	

	9.1.4
	Determining Audit Time 
	
	

	9.1.4.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.1.4.2 and of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.1.4.2
	Audit Time
	
	

	
	Does the CB allow auditors sufficient time to undertake all activities relating to an initial audit, surveillance audit or re-certification audit?

Does the calculation of the overall audit time include sufficient time for audit reporting?

Does the CB use clause 9.1.4 and Annex A of ISO/IEC 42006 to determine the audit time requirements?

Note: Annex A & B provides further guidance on audit time calculation, including remote audits

Refer to Clause 9.1.4.2, Annex A and B of ISO/IEC 42006:2025

	
	

	9.1.5
	Multi-site Sampling
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.1.5 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.1.6
	Multiple Management Systems
	
	

	9.1.6.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.1.6 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.1.6.2
	Integration of the AIMS documentation into the documentation for other management system
	
	

	
	The CB may accept documentation that is combined as long as the AIMS can be clearly identified together with the appropriate interfaces to the other systems. Does the CB accept such documentation?

Refer to Clause 9.1.6.2 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025

	
	

	9.1.6.3
	Combining Management System Audits
	
	

	
	Does the CB ensure that the quality of AIMS audit is not adversely affected by the combination of other management system audits?

Refer to Clause 9.1.6.3 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025 for details.

	
	

	9.2
	Planning Audits
	
	

	9.2.1
	Determining Audit Objectives, Scope, and Criteria
	
	

	9.2.1.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.2.1.2, 9.2.1.3, 9.2.1.4 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.2.1.2
	Audit Objectives
	
	

	
	Do the audit objectives include the determination of the effectiveness of the management system to ensure that the client (based on the risk assessment) has implemented applicable controls, and achieved the objectives established in the AIMS?

Refer to Clause 9.2.1.2 of ISO/IEC 4200:20256 for details.

	
	

	9.2.1.3
	Scope of audit
	
	

	
	Does the audit team audit confirm the audit scope and perform the audit against all the applicable requirements?

CB shall ensure that risk assessment and treatment of the client’s AIMS adequately covered all boundaries and controls as defined in the scope and is clearly reflected in the SoA.

Refer to Clause 9.2.1.3 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025 for details.

	
	

	9.2.1.4
	Audit criteria
	
	

	
	Does the CB ensure that the criteria against which the AIMS is audited shall be the AIMS standard ISO/IEC 42001? 

The audit criteria may be expanded to include sector-specific, regional and regulatory specificities.

	
	

	9.2.2
	Audit team selection and assignments
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.2.2 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.2.3
	Audit Plan
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.2.3 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.2.4
	Deployment of remote audit
	
	

	
	Does the CB ensure that processes are defined for remote audits and that the criteria include taking the following factors in consideration:
(a) IT infrastructure for remote audit;
(b) business sector of the client;
(c) type of audit in the certification cycle;
(d) competence of persons from the CB and client involved in the remote audit;
(e) demonstrated performance of remote audits for the client;. 
(f) scope of the certification.

There shall be analysis and justification for use of any remote audit..

Refer to Clause 9.2.4 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025.

	
	

	9.3
	Initial Certification Audit
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.3 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.3.1
	Initial certification audit
	
	

	9.3.1.1
	Stage 1
Refer to Clause 9.3.2.1 of ISO/IEC 42006:2025 for details.

	
	

	

	Does the CB obtain documentation on the design of the AIMS covering the documentation required in ISO/IEC 42001 during the stage 1 audit?

	
	

	
	Does the CB gain sufficient understanding of the design of the AIMS in the context of the client’s organisation, risk assessment and treatment, AI policy, information security policy and objectives and also the client's preparedness for the audit?

	
	

	
	Are the results of the stage 1 audit documented in a written report?

	
	

	
	Does the CB review the stage 1 audit report before deciding on proceeding with stage 2 and confirm if the stage 2 audit team members have the necessary competence; this may be done by the auditor leading the team that conducted the stage 1 audit if deemed competent and appropriate.

	
	

	
	Does the CB make the client aware of the further types of information and records that may be required for detailed examination during stage 2?

	
	

	9.3.2.2
	Stage 2
Does the CB develop an audit plan for the conduct of stage 2 based on findings documented in the stage 1 audit report?

	
	

	9.4
	Conducting Audits
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.4 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.5
	Certification Decision
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.5 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.6
	Maintaining Certification
	
	

	9.6.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.6.1 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.6.2
	Surveillance activities
	
	

	9.6.2.1
	General
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.6.2.2 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.6.2.2
	Surveillance Audits
Refer to Clause 9.6.2.2 of ISO/IEC – 42006:2025 for details.

	
	

	
	Are the surveillance audit procedures consistent with those concerning the certification audit of the client’s AIMS as described in ISO/IEC 42001?

	
	

	
	Does the CB adapt its surveillance programme to address Al issues related to risks and effects to the client and justify that programme?

	
	

	
	As part of surveillance audits, does the CB review records of appeals and complaints submitted to the certification body? 

In cases of identified nonconformities and unmet certification requirements, does the CB verify that the client has investigated its own AIMS and procedures and taken appropriate corrective action.

	
	

	
	Do surveillance audit reports include information on the resolution of previously discovered nonconformities, as well as the version of the SoA and significant changes since the last audit?

	
	

	9.6.3
	Re-certification
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.6.3 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.6.4
	Special Audits
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.6.4 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.6.5
	Suspending, Withdrawing or Reducing the Scope of Certification
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.6.5 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.7
	Appeals
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.7 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.8
	Complaints
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.8 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	9.9
	Client Records
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 9.9 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	
	

	10
	Management system requirements for certification bodies
	
	

	10.1
	Options
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 10.1 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

	 
	

	10.2
	Option A: General Management System Requirements
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 10.2 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

10.2.1 General
10.2.2 Management system manual
10.2.3 Control of documents
10.2.4 Control of records
10.2.5 Management review
10.2.6 Internal audits
10.2.7 Corrective actions

	






	

	10.3
	Option B: Management System Requirements in Accordance with ISO 9001
	
	

	
	Does the CB comply with the requirements given in Clause 10.3 of ISO/IEC 17021-1?

10.3.1 General
10.3.2 Scope
10.3.3 Customer focus
10.3.4 Management review
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