
Scientific name:  
Hopea odorata

Common name:  Chengal Pasir, 
Chengal Mas

Family name:  Dipterocarpaceae

Origin:  Bangladesh, Andaman Islands, 
Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam , 
Thailand,  Peninsular Malaysia

Conservation status:  Non -native

Scientific name:  
Hopea sangal

Common name:  Mersiput, Chengal 
Pasir, Merawan, Damar Siput

Family name:  Dipterocarpaceae

Origin:  Myanmar, Thailand, Peninsular 
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Borneo

Conservation status: Critically 
Endangered

© Horticulture Outreach, National Parks Board, 2026

Comparison of Similar Looking Plants
  

Hopea odorata and  Hopea sangal
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Character comparison

Hopea odorata Hopea sangal

Mature 
Foliage

• Usually larger 
(7 –  14 cm long and 
3 –  7 cm wide )

• Leaf shape can be 
ovate to ovate-
lanceolate

• Usually smaller (5.5 –  
10 cm long and 3.5 –  
5 cm wide)

• Leaf shape can be 
ovate to lanceolate
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Character comparison

Hopea odorata Hopea sangal

Mature 
Foliage

• No hairs on the 
underside of the 
leaves

• Dense hairs on the 
underside of the 
leaves
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Character comparison

Hopea odorata Hopea sangal

Leaf 
stalk

• Longer (1 —1.6 cm 
long)

• No hairs

• Shorter (0.5 —1 cm 
long)

• Covered with hairs 
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Character comparison

Hopea odorata Hopea sangal

Young 
twigs

• No hairs • Covered with hairs 
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Character comparison

Hopea odorata Hopea sangal

Domatia
• It is not covered in 

hairs

• Presence of small 
openings

• It is covered with hairs

• Absence of small 
opening
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Small opening 
on domatia
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Character comparison

Hopea odorata Hopea sangal

Flower
• Flower cluster is 

longer, and can reach 
12 cm long. 

• Petals are larger (3 – 5 
mm long and 1 – 2 mm 
wide)

• Flower cluster is 
shorter, and can reach 
7 cm long. 

• Petals are smaller 
(2.5 – 3.5 mm long 
and 1– 1.5 mm wide)
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Please visit our website https://go.gov.sg/florafaunaweb  for more information.
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