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Session Objectives 

• Background on Horizon Europe

• What is the Singapore-Horizon Europe (SG-HE) Complementary Fund

• Scope of Funding and Eligible Applicants

• How to Apply

• Finding Horizon Europe Opportunities and Partners

• Q&A
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Background on Horizon Europe
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About Horizon Europe

Horizon Europe is the European Union (EU)’s key funding programme for research and 
innovation, with a budget of €93.5 billion for the period 2021 to 2027.

Horizon Europe Pillar II – “Global Challenges and European Industrial Competitiveness” 
funds collaborative projects implemented by international consortia. Activities are organised 
into six thematic clusters. Each cluster has its own grant calls that define the challenges, 
scope, and expected outcomes for projects in the cluster.  

Can Singapore Entities participate in Horizon Europe Pillar II?
Yes, Singapore entities can participate as partners in consortia formed by entities from EU 
Member States/Associated Countries, to jointly submit proposals to grant calls in Horizon 
Europe Pillar II. 

(Note: As partners, Singapore entities will not be able to initiate/coordinate projects, and will 
need to be self-funded/funded by other sources). 
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Singapore-Horizon Europe (SG-HE)
Complementary Fund 
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Singapore-Horizon Europe (SG-HE) Complementary Fund
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What is the Singapore-Horizon Europe (SG-HE) Complementary Fund?
It is a unilateral funding arrangement by Singapore, administered by the National Research 
Foundation (NRF) of Singapore. The fund supports research or activities conducted in 
Singapore, by eligible Singapore entities that participate in Horizon Europe Pillar II projects in 
priority areas for Singapore. 

How will this Fund affect participation by Singapore entities?
There is now an option for Singapore entities to apply to the SG-HE Complementary Fund, if 
they wish to receive funding support for participation in Horizon Europe Pillar II projects, if 
assessed to be eligible and the research is aligned with Singapore’s RIE priorities.

➢ Singapore entities can receive in-principle approval of funding support from NRF, if their 
SG-HE Complementary fund application is considered supportable. 

➢ Singapore entities can receive funding support from NRF, once their Horizon Europe Pillar 
II proposal has undergone evaluation and the project is awarded to their consortium.
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Scope of Funding
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Scope of Funding
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What can the SG-HE Complementary Fund support?
Applicants may apply for SG-HE Complementary Fund Support to participate in Horizon Europe Pillar II 
Actions (Grant Calls) launching in 2026-2027, under the following Thematic Clusters and Missions.
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Thematic 
Clusters

Thematic Cluster 1: Health
Thematic Cluster 3: Civil Security for Society*
Thematic Cluster 4: Digital Industry and Space
Thematic Cluster 5: Climate, Energy and Mobility
Thematic Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, 
Agriculture and Environment

*For Thematic Cluster 3:  Where the scope of the grant call meets 
Singapore’s national strategic priorities. Applicants should check with 
NRF before submitting proposals.

Missions Adaptation to Climate Change, Cancer, Healthy Oceans, Seas, 
Coastal and Inland Waters, Climate-neutral and Smart Cities, Soil 
Health and Food

Actions 
(Grant Calls)

Research and Innovation Actions (RIA)
Innovation Actions (IA)
Coordination and Support Actions (CSA)

Note:
Thematic Cluster 2: 
Culture, Creativity and 
Inclusive Society falls 
outside the SG-HE 
Complementary Fund’s 
scope of funding



Scope of Funding
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How will NRF assess eligibility of applications for funding?
NRF will assess the eligibility of the applicants, and whether the research/activity aligns with national 
strategic priorities in RIE, and contribute to building capabilities in Singapore’s RIE ecosystem.

What budgetary items can be supported by the fund?
The SG-HE Complementary Fund may be used to cover expenses for items proposed by applicants, 
which include Expenditure of Manpower (EOM), Equipment (EQP), Other Operating Expenses (OOE), 
Overseas Travel (OT), Research Scholarships (RS) and other expenses approved by NRF. 

How is funding support provided to successful applicants?
The SG-HE Complementary Fund will provide funding support on a quarterly reimbursement basis to 
the host institution of successful applicants. The host institution will be responsible for the collation of 
expenses and further disbursement of funds, as well as the management of the awarded project. 
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Eligible Applicants
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Eligible Applicants
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Which Singapore entities can apply for the SG-HE Complementary Fund?
Singapore-based Researchers from Publicly-Funded Research Institutions, and Companies carrying 
out research and innovation activities aligned with Singapore’s RIE key areas can apply, subject to the 
fulfilment of eligibility criteria. They will be eligible for funding support at the following rates:
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Singapore Entities Direct Cost 
Funding Support

Indirect Cost 
Funding Support

Researchers from
Publicly-Funded 
Research Institutions

100% 25% of Direct Costs 
(This mirrors 
Horizon Europe)

Companies SMEs – 50%
Larger than SME – 30%

Indirect Costs are 
not supported

Note:
SMEs are companies with group 
annual sales turnover not exceeding 
S$100 million, or a group 
employment base of no more than 
200 employees.

Companies must partner with a Publicly-Funded Research Institution in Singapore, 
which will serve as the host institution. 



Eligibility Criteria
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For Researchers from Publicly-Funded Research Institutions
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Publicly-Funded Research Institutions:
Refer to Autonomous Universities (AUs), A*STAR research institutes, CREATE entities, polytechnics, public 
healthcare institutions, and the research institutes affiliated to the aforementioned institutions and 
entities. Such institutions are eligible to participate as host institutions.

Researchers from these institutions must fulfil the following requirements at the point of application and 
throughout the project:
i. Hold a primary and/or joint appointment(s) at eligible host institution(s), with a minimum time 

commitment of 9 months (per calendar year) in Singapore; or be an international researcher with an 
existing residency commitment in Singapore under a CREATE project, that is supported by NRF; and

ii. Be an accomplished Principal Investigator (PI) with a track record of leadership ability in 
coordinating research program(s) and providing mentorship to research teams(s), as well as having 
productive research outcomes.

iii. Researchers are expected to have a reasonable time commitment to the project, commensurate 
with the proposed task(s) to be undertaken as a partner in the Horizon Europe project.



Eligibility Criteria
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For Companies
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Registered and Operating in Singapore: Be legally registered with the Accounting and Corporate Regulatory 
Authority (ACRA) and operate in Singapore, as verified through ACRA Bizfile and supporting documents (e.g. IRAS 
tax filing acknowledgements).

Governance: Have a compliant board structure, key personnel appointments and ongoing statutory filings, as 
verified through ACRA records and supporting documents. 

i. At least one director must be “ordinarily resident” in Singapore (citizen, PR, or certain work pass holders 
with the required consent).Each director must be at least 18, of full legal capacity, and not disqualified 
(e.g. undischarged bankrupt).

ii. Companies must appoint a company secretary within six months from the date of incorporation. The 
secretary must be resident in Singapore. The sole director of a company and the company secretary 
cannot be the same person.

iii. For companies nominating a PI, company directors/key officers (CEO/CTO) must endorse the PI.

Local Shareholding: Have at least 30% local equity held directly or indirectly by Singaporean(s) and/or Singapore 
PR(s), determined by ultimate individual ownership, as verified through supporting documents.

Financial Viability: Be financially capable to start and complete the proposed project, as verified through audited 
financial statements or certified management accounts for the last financial year.



How to Apply
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How to Apply

1. Singapore entities will need to join a consortium (including at least 3 independent entities 
from 3 different countries, at least 1 of which must be from an EU member state), in order to 
jointly submit a proposal to a Horizon Europe Pillar II grant call. 

2. Singapore entities have the option to apply to the SG-HE Complementary Fund. They will 
need to fill in an application form, and submit a draft/copy of the proposal to be submitted to the 
Horizon Europe Pillar II grant call. The proposal should include necessary details on the specific 
tasks to be implemented by Singapore entities. 

3. NRF will check i) eligibility of the applicants, ii) alignment of the proposal with national 
strategic priorities in RIE, and contribution to building capabilities in the RIE ecosystem. 
Applications which pass these checks will receive a document conveying in-principle approval of 
funding support. 

4. NRF will provide SG-HE Complementary Fund support to Singapore applicants, conditional 
upon the evaluation and successful award of the Horizon Europe Pillar II proposal. 
Singapore applicants will need to provide a copy of the i) Final Version of the Horizon Europe 
Proposal, ii) Evaluation Summary Report, and iii) Signed Consortium Agreement to NRF. 
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Call for Applications

Call for Applications on Research Grant Portal (RGP)
Applications for funding support from the Singapore-Horizon Europe (SG-HE) Complementary Fund 
for open or upcoming Horizon Europe Pillar II grant calls within the permitted scope of funding should 
be submitted through the Research Grants Portal (RGP) at https://www.apply.gov.sg/grants/research

Rolling Call for Applications
The call will open in April 2026, and will remain open on a rolling basis through 31 Dec 2027.

Apply before/after Proposal Submission to Horizon Europe
Singapore entities may apply for SG-HE Complementary Fund support, before or after the consortium 
submits a proposal to a Horizon Europe Pillar II grant call. 

They will be supported by the SG-HE Complementary Fund as long as they meet the requirements for 
in-principle approval, and their proposal is awarded by Horizon Europe. 
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Finding Horizon Europe Opportunities & Partners

EU Funding and Tenders Portal: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

Calls for Proposals  (Link)
• Publishes all forthcoming, currently open, and closed grant calls. 
• Search for relevant grant calls, using the quick search or filters Programming Period: 2021-2027, Programme: 

Horizon Europe (HORIZON)

Reference Documents (Link)
• Publishes Work Programmes for each Thematic Clusters, including grant call details, schedules and expected 

outcomes (important reference for preparation of proposals).
• Search under Work programme & Call documents > HE Main Work Programme 2026-27 > Name of Thematic 

Cluster 

Partner Search (Link)
• List of potential partners to form a consortia with. 
• Search for relevant partners, using the quick search or filters Programme: Horizon Europe (HORIZON), Topic, 

Country 
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Calls for Proposals
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Calls for Proposals

OFFICIAL (OPEN) 20



EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Calls for Proposals
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Calls for Proposals
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Calls for Proposals
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Reference Documents
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Reference Documents
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Reference Documents
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Reference Documents
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Partner Search
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Partner Search
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Registering on EU Funding and Tenders Portal

Do Singapore entities need to register on the EU Funding and Tenders portal?

Singapore entities participating in Horizon Europe (Pillar II) proposals should ensure their 
organisation has registered for a Participant Identification Code (PIC) here (LINK).

• This would allow the Project Coordinator of the consortium to formally list Singapore entities as 
partners in the proposal (with tasks, person-months, etc), when it is submitted to the Horizon Europe 
(Pillar II) grant call. 

Singapore entities generally do not need to register for a Legal Entity Appointed Representative 
(LEAR) for their organisation. 

• In most cases, Singapore entities would not directly receive Horizon Europe funds as a beneficiary, 
and would not be signatories to the Grant Agreement signed by the consortium upon receiving the 
Horizon Europe project award. 
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For Enquiries
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For Enquiries

For Enquiries on SG-HE Complementary Fund:
Please contact the Singapore National Contact Point  at NCP@nrf.gov.sg

For Enquiries on Horizon Europe Processes:
Please contact the European Commission’s Research Enquiry Service at 
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en

For Enquiries on Registering on the EU Funding and Tenders Portal:
Please contact the IT Helpdesk at https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks/contact-form
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Q&A
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Thank You
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